Some Additional Information, Pros, Cons	
DURANGO RULES:
Hens Only: Only hens are permitted, and roosters over six months old are prohibited. 
Maximum Number: You can keep up to six chicken hens per property. 
Enclosure Requirements: Chicken hens must be provided with a covered enclosure and access to an outside enclosure. 
Distance Requirements: Neither the covered nor outside enclosure can be located less than 15 feet from an abutting property line or 30 feet from an inhabited dwelling unit on abutting property, whichever is greater. 
Sanitation: The coop and outdoor enclosure must be kept clean and free from offensive odors. 
Enclosure Placement: Coops and cages housing chickens must be located at least ten (10) feet from the property line and at least fifty (50) feet from any residential structure on each adjacent property at the time it is constructed, and they cannot be located in a front yard or side yard. 

Here's a more detailed look at the benefits:
Fresh, nutritious eggs:
Chickens are a reliable source of fresh, free-range eggs, which are often richer in nutrients than store-bought eggs. 
Natural pest control: Chickens are excellent at consuming insects and slugs, helping to keep your garden free from pests. 
Fertilizer and waste reduction: Chicken manure is a valuable fertilizer, and chickens can help reduce food waste by consuming kitchen scraps. 
Garden maintenance: Chickens can help aerate the soil and control weeds, contributing to a healthy garden.  Many home owners keep gardens and could benefit from this option.
Low-maintenance pets: Chickens are relatively low-maintenance compared to other pets, requiring less care and attention. 
Entertainment and education: Chickens can be entertaining and provide a learning experience for children, teaching them about animals and responsibility. 
Mental health benefits: Caring for chickens can reduce anxiety and depression, and their presence can provide companionship. 
Sustainable living: Raising chickens can be a sustainable way to produce food, reduce waste, and connect with nature. 

More Pros (some duplicates):
Fresh Eggs
Home-raised eggs are often fresher and more flavorful than store-bought.
Hens are quiet and personable allowing for people to have companionship with animals that may not have the ability to do so with larger animals.  
Hens, even when not cared for properly, will not disturb neighbors with incessant noise and odors unlike dogs, cats, and horses.
Pest Control-Chickens eat ticks, grasshoppers, and other insects common in rural Colorado.
Fertilizer Source-Chicken manure is nitrogen-rich and excellent for composting and fertilizing gardens.
Self-Sufficiency and Preparedness-Fits well with a homesteading or off-grid lifestyle popular in parts of La Plata County.
Provides a sustainable food source during supply disruptions.
Space Availability-Rural zoning typically allows poultry without tight restrictions.
Education and Enjoyment-Great learning experience for kids.
Chickens can have quirky personalities and be enjoyable to watch.
Local Support-Local feed stores, 4-H programs, and a supportive ag community make it easier to get supplies and advice.

Cons of Keeping Chickens in Rural La Plata County:
Perception of degraded home values.  Home values are not based on the presence of chickens or no chickens.  Many assumptions about how it “could look” and a natural gravitation to negativity have stirred emotions for many years within Deer Valley. No valid data or factual statistics exist to show any degraded home value with or without the presence of chickens.  In fact, citizens are more likely to be attracted to the “rural” lifestyle if they have options to make decisions for themselves and not be over regulated.  Finally, with the size of properties and proposed offsets for any coops, neighbors would be hard pressed to even know if their neighbor has chickens.   
Predators- Predator cohabitation already exists within the subdivision.  Game cameras frequently document this and it’s reinforced by the main entrance sign with the numerous “alert” hanging signs.  Many residents regularly violate state and federal game laws attracting “desirable wildlife” and then question why predators are frequently seen and encountered.  Additionally, while attempting to “live the rural lifestyle” our residents presence disturbs the natural order and presumably innocent activities change the balance.  This includes hummingbird feeders (bear attractant), bird feeders (bear attractant), feeding turkey (fox, bobcat, Mtn lion, coyote attractant), feeding deer (fox, bobcat, Mtn lion, coyote attractant), feeding elk (large predators) fruit trees (large predators), berry bushes (all predators), all gardens (all predators), scrap food (all predators),etc…. Many residents are unaware that the “predators” are always here and have been all along and would prefer to just pass through.  
Secure coops and runs are essential and will be regulated through the CCRs and architecture committee and will provide more positive than negative. Many misconceptions and myths exist about predation and chickens. 
Harsh Winters- While La Plata County winters aren’t the coldest in Colorado, they can still be harsh.
Chickens need shelter, heating (optional but helpful), and unfrozen water sources.
Feed and Supply Costs- Rising feed prices and costs of coop materials can add up.
May be more expensive than buying store-bought eggs in the short term.
Time Commitment- Daily care is needed (feeding, cleaning, egg collecting).
Vacationing or travel can be more difficult without help.
Health Risks and Disease: Chickens can carry diseases.  All animals are susceptible to disease including: dogs, cats, horses, etc… proper animal care is the responsibility of the pet owner and not the HOA and poses no greater risk to residents than wildlife, domestic pets, or horses.  Some diseases present in current allowed animals include:


Dogs:
Parvovirus:
Highly contagious viral disease causing severe vomiting, diarrhea, and lethargy, especially in puppies. 
Canine Distemper:
A highly contagious viral disease affecting multiple organ systems, causing fever, respiratory issues, and neurological symptoms. 
Kennel Cough:
A respiratory infection caused by a combination of viruses and bacteria, leading to a harsh cough. 
Canine Influenza:
A contagious respiratory illness, similar to kennel cough, but potentially more severe. 
Leptospirosis:
A bacterial infection transmitted through contaminated water, potentially causing kidney and liver damage. 
Lyme Disease:
A bacterial disease transmitted by infected ticks, causing joint pain, fatigue, and other symptoms. 
Rabies:
A fatal viral disease transmitted through the saliva of infected animals. 
Infectious Canine Hepatitis:
A viral disease affecting the liver, causing fever, vomiting, and diarrhea. 
Heartworm:
A parasitic infection transmitted by mosquitoes, causing lung and heart damage. 

Cats:
Rabies:
A deadly viral disease transmitted through the saliva of infected animals, primarily through bites or scratches. Cats are a common source of rabies in North America, says the American Bird Conservancy. 
Toxoplasmosis:
A parasitic infection spread through contact with cat feces, raw meat, or contaminated soil. Cats are the definitive host for the parasite, meaning they can pass it on to humans through their droppings, notes the Cleveland Clinic. 
Cat Scratch Disease:
A bacterial infection caused by the bacteria Bartonella henselae and often transmitted through scratches or bites from infected cats. It can cause flu-like symptoms and swollen lymph nodes, explains the Oregon Veterinary Medical Association. 
Ringworm:
A fungal infection that can cause skin, hair, and nail infections. It's highly contagious and can be spread to humans through contact with infected cats, according to the Oregon Veterinary Medical Association. 
Roundworms (Toxocariasis):
Parasitic worms that can infect cats and humans. Humans can become infected by swallowing roundworm eggs from cat feces or contaminated soil, explains the King County Public Health. 

Horses:
Equine Herpesvirus (EHV): Causes respiratory disease, abortion, and neurological disease. 
Equine Influenza: A highly contagious respiratory disease. 
Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA): A viral disease that attacks the immune system. 
West Nile Virus: A mosquito-borne disease that can cause neurological problems. 
Strangles: A contagious bacterial respiratory infection. 
Tetanus: A bacterial disease that affects the nervous system. 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE): A mosquito-borne disease that can cause neurological problems. 
Equine Encephalomyelitis: A group of neurological diseases spread by mosquitoes.
Colic: Abdominal pain that can have various causes. 
Laminitis: Inflammation of the hooves, often leading to lameness. 
Rabies: A fatal viral disease transmitted through the saliva of infected animals. 
Salmonellosis: A bacterial infection that can cause diarrhea and fever. 
Equine Protozoal Myeloencephalitis (EPM): A neurological disease caused by a parasite. 
Contagious Equine Metritis: A venereal disease that causes infertility in mares. 
Equine Viral Arteritis (EVA): A respiratory disease that can cause fever, abortion, and other problems

Chickens:
Marek's Disease: A viral disease causing paralysis and tumors. 
Avian Influenza (Bird Flu): A highly contagious respiratory disease. 
Newcastle Disease: A respiratory and nervous system disease. 
Infectious Bronchitis: A respiratory infection affecting egg production. 
Fowl Pox: A viral disease causing scabs and lesions. 
Salmonella: A bacterial infection that can affect the intestines and ovaries. 
E. coli: A bacterial infection that can cause various illnesses. 
Fowl Cholera: A contagious bacterial disease affecting respiratory and nervous systems. 
Mycoplasmosis: A bacterial disease causing respiratory problems. 
Infectious Coryza: An acute respiratory disease. 

Deer and Elk:
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD):
A transmissible, fatal neurological disease affecting deer, elk, moose, and other cervids. CWD is caused by prions, not bacteria or viruses, and is spread through contact with saliva, blood, urine, or feces of infected animals. 
Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD):
A viral, often fatal disease transmitted by biting midges (no-see-ums). It is seasonal, typically occurring in late summer and early fall. 
Tuberculosis:
A bacterial disease that can affect deer and elk, especially in captive or semi-wild environments. 
Brucellosis:
A bacterial disease that can be transmitted to humans through contact with infected animals or their products. 
Anaplasmosis:
A bacterial disease transmitted by ticks, with deer and elk being common reservoirs. 
Cutaneous Fibromas:
Common, benign tumors on the skin of deer, caused by a virus. 
Lyme Disease:
A bacterial disease transmitted by ticks, with deer being a common reservoir. 
Other Diseases:
A broader range of diseases can affect deer and elk, including avian flu, salmonellosis, West Nile virus, anthrax, arterial worms, and babesiosis. 
 
Black Bear:
Mange (Sarcoptic mange): Caused by mites burrowing into the skin, leading to hair loss, thickened skin, and scabs. Mange can be a zoonotic disease, meaning it can be transmitted to humans. 
Intestinal roundworms: Common in bears, particularly Baylisascaris sp. and ascarids, but usually do not cause clinical disease in the bear. 
Dirofilaria immitis (canine heartworm): Can infect bears, but clinical disease is not reported. 
Dirofilaria ursi (filarial worm): Lives in subcutaneous tissues and is considered nonpathogenic. 
Trichinellosis: Caused by the parasite Trichinella, which can be transmitted to humans through eating undercooked or raw bear meat. 
Toxoplasmosis: A parasitic disease caused by the protozoan Toxoplasma gondii. 
Other parasites: Cestodes, trematodes, and acanthocephalans can also infect black bears. 

Coyotes:
Rabies: A potentially fatal viral disease transmitted through bites or scratches. Rabid coyotes may be more aggressive. 
Mange: A skin disease caused by parasitic mites, often causing hair loss. 
Canine Distemper: A contagious viral disease that can affect multiple body systems. 
Parvovirus: A highly contagious viral disease that primarily affects the digestive system. 
Hepatitis: A viral disease that affects the liver. 
Tularemia: A bacterial disease that can cause a variety of symptoms, including fever, chills, and fatigue. It can also affect the liver. 
Parasites:
Mites: Cause mange, a skin disease. 
Ticks: Can transmit diseases like Lyme disease, Babesiosis, and others. 
Fleas: Can transmit diseases and cause irritation. 
Worms and Flukes: Internal parasites that can affect the digestive system and other organs. 

The above lists of animals and diseases, parasites, and viruses is not all inclusive. 

Properly cared for animals are not the responsibility of the HOA.


