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2025 President’s Annual Report to the Owners

The President’s Annual Report is written and distributed to Owners in advance of the Annual Meeting, rather than verbally delivered and then included in the Annual Meeting minutes. This practice is in recognition that monthly Board meeting minutes are now distributed via email so those who choose may already know what has been happening. This is intended to shorten the Annual Meeting, but in no way cut off discussion of anything Owners wish to discuss in an open forum – either at the Annual Meeting or any regular monthly Board meeting. The Annual Meeting will be held at the Bayfield Lions Club on Saturday August 2, 2025. There will be a potluck lunch beginning at 11:45 AM followed by the business meeting at 1 PM. Due to lack of internet service, there won’t be an option of a Zoom meeting.

This report covers the past year (August 2024 – July 2025) and discusses the major happenings that may be of interest to property Owners.  Again, this year much has been happening to improve Deer Valley Estates and keep it in the forefront of premier places to live in southwest Colorado.

New Owners
Of our 84 lots, four have changed hands since last summer. We would like to extend a special welcome to all our new Owners. There are two new homes under construction. There are currently several homes for sale in DVE.

Financial Affairs 
We entered our 2024-2025 fiscal year with a $2,152.09 carryover in our operating account from the previous year. We added $15,000.00 to the Reserve Fund in September 2024. The Reserve Fund currently totals $51,539.95. Also, by the end of last fiscal year (9/30/2024) we had accumulated a total of $23,000.00 in the savings account from a substantial amount of savings in snowplow and road maintenance expenses. This, coupled with additional snowplow expense savings this year and the need for light road maintenance on only lower Beaver Creek Drive, has enabled us to pursue the paving of the hairpin curve on Wieland Drive. This project has long been talked about as putting a hard surface (asphalt) down on that portion of Wieland Drive will reduce future road maintenance expenses in that area.

Road Maintenance
Due to our mild winter, the road maintenance project for 2025 will be the same size as 2024. Lower Beaver Creek Drive will be worked on towards the end of July 2025. As mentioned above, the hairpin curve on Wieland Drive will be paved in asphalt. During April 2025, RM Committee volunteers worked on cleaning out many of the culverts that cross under the DVE Roads. This work will help with drainage and reduce road surface damage from snow melt and monsoon runoff. Extensive work was done on the end of Beaver Creek Drive to create a turnaround at the forest gate.

Thank you to the members of the Road Maintenance Committee: Michael Blankenship (chairperson), Bryan Ferguson, John Beebe, Tom Angevine and Randy Richard. The committee, under Michael’s direction, spent many hours planning and executing the road maintenance work. Our roads are all in great condition!

To help maintain our roadways, please mind your speed. Remember our roads are used by owners walking, riding bicycles, ATVs, and UTVs, there are also several blind spots so please SLOW DOWN! 


The DVE Website
Thank you to Jerry Libit for all of his time spent on maintaining the DVE website (www.deervalleyestates.net). Jerry has worked to refresh and add to the website. There is now a “Resident Resources” tab that contains information and web links for residents. This is very comprehensive and is a great place to go for owners that are seeking out information pertaining to property ownership in DVE. There are almost six full years of monthly Board Meeting Minutes and Financial Statements available under the “Documents” tab on the website. This is good information on what has taken place since the beginning of 2020. Jerry has also generously donated the cost of the website hosting each of the past two years, thereby saving the Association some money! Thank you, again, Jerry!

Architectural Review Committee
The Architectural Review Committee (ARC) has put together an updated and revised packet of information and forms to be used for any buildings and/or improvements to a lot that require ARC approval as per the DVE CCRs. The packet/forms are available on the Deer Valley Estates website (www.deervalleyestates.net) under both the "Documents" and "Resident Resources" tabs. Page 5 of the packet provides information pertaining to the Committee's responsibility to not only approve projects but also to help ensure that Owners maintain their properties in a safe and conforming manner to the CCRs. 

The Storage Shed
There are many people to thank that helped with the storage shed project. I'm sure by now that most everyone has seen the shed located to the left of the dumpster enclosure. This shed will house all of the equipment, materials and supplies that belong to the Property Owners' Association. The shed will eliminate the need to store all of these items in garages, barns, out buildings, etc.... on lots owned by residents in DVE; bringing everything together in one place.

The biggest Thank You goes to Mike Aus, the owner of Durango Motor Company. Mr. Aus recently acquired a property adjacent to his dealership that had several sheds located on it. He generously donated the shed to Deer Valley Estates! Mike’s donation saved our POA a substantial amount of money. 

The second biggest Thank You goes to Tom Ondrako. Tom is a Deer Valley Resident and, at the time, the General Manager of Durango Motor Company. Tom facilitated the donation from Mike Aus and the transportation of the shed to DVE! Tom, thank you very much for reaching out to Mike and making this all happen! Tom also donated the fill dirt from his property that we used to build up the pad that the shed sits on. 

Additional Thanks goes go to: Judy Railsback for her communication with The Barnyard in Farmington and arranging the pickup and delivery of the shed, Tom Ondrako also helped in that communication; the "dirt crew" that worked on the pad using their tractors, equipment and muscles: Tom Ondrako, Les Kole, John Beebe, Tom Angevine, Michael Blankenship and Kevin Robel; to the "paint color selection crew": Beverly Wagner, Judy Railsback, Kathy Rall and Connie Blankenship; Bryan Ferguson, Rich Berryman and Michael Blankenship for their work on the shed and painting it; Bryan and Tammy Ferguson for their donation of the two railroad ties that form the steps in front of the shed and the concrete blocks that the shed sits on.

DVE Board of Directors Positions
We have three vacancies to be filled on our Board of Directors this year with five people running for election.  Michael Blankenship, Amber Harris, Jamie McElman, Tom Ondrako and Judy Railsback have submitted their statement of qualifications (Michael and Judy are currently Board members).  Their Statements of Qualifications are attached for your review.  Please feel free to reach out to them if you have questions and remember to turn in your ballot. Les Kole and myself both have one year left to serve on the Board as those two terms will end at the annual meeting in 2026. After this year’s Annual Meeting we will have a full Board of five people.

Ballot Initiatives
There are two Owner generated ballot initiatives on this year’s ballot to amend the DVE Bylaws and CCRs. One concerning the ability to have chickens and one concerning requiring speed bumps on the DVE roads. There is substantial information attached to the Annual Meeting packet email regarding both pros and cons on these two issues.

Fire Mitigation Continues
Residing within a Wildland Urban Interface comes with some unique risks not generally found in other parts of the County. One such risk is the ever-present threat of wildfire. Wildfire is an event nature uses to enhance the overall health of our forests. Fire removes dead, diseased, and overgrown vegetation, which in turn provides nutrients for new growth and improved wildlife habitat. It is impossible to prevent wildfires from impacting communities in the Wildland Urban Interface; as such, homeowners need to learn to live with that ever-changing environment without increasing the risk or subjecting their homes to increased level of threat

In 2009, Deer Valley Estates (DVE) completed and gained approval of our Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).  It was one of the first in southwest Colorado and the first in La Plata County.  Because of the CWPP, and the fire mitigation work that began along our roads, we received national recognition as a Firewise Communities USA program in 2010, which is part of the National Fire Prevention Association (NFPA).  A sign on the front gate acknowledges our continued recognition and annual compliance.

That, coupled with the United States Forest Service (USFS) prescribed burn around DVE in the fall of 2014 and 2018 plus major mechanical mitigation directly across Hwy 160 from DVE, has greatly reduced our wildfire risk.  Many Owners have assisted in this effort in numerous ways, but special thanks go to Les Kole for his tireless efforts writing and updating the CWPP, writing grant requests, coordinating the mitigation activity with DVE Owners, and attending Wildfire Adapted Partnership (formally Firewise of Southwest Colorado) as our representative since 2006. We can all be proud of this recognition. Even more important is the significant mitigation that we achieved in DVE.   It truly provides a safer, more defensible environment for everyone in the event of a wildfire in our area.  

Fire mitigation is not a one and done type of thing. Your defensible space needs to be maintained. Defensible space is the buffer you create between a building on your property and the grass, trees, shrubs, or any wildland area that surrounds it. This space is needed to slow or stop the spread of wildfire and it helps protect your home from catching fire—either from embers, direct flame contact or radiant heat. We have all put time and effort into protecting our homes from wildfire, let’s not let that go to waste! Maintaining your defensible space is a every year type of maintenance that needs to be completed.  If you need assistance in determining how to maintain your defensible space, or need assistance performing fire mitigation on your property, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Les Kole who can point you in the right direction. Owners who do not mitigate their property, also makes it easier for fire to spread from their property to adjacent owner’s properties.

In conclusion, thank you all for a great year. Hopefully, you have found some of this information helpful. We are having our monthly meetings on Zoom. You are always welcome to join any of our meetings. If you have questions, concerns or issues, please bring them to any Board member’s attention before the meeting so we can research them and provide appropriate answers.  We hope that you will join us for our Annual Meeting and meet your neighbors!

Respectfully, 
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Mark Wagner - President
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