Speed Bump Proposal Rebuttal
While we agree with the need to address speeding within Deer Valley Estates, the Road Committee strongly opposes giving any group of DVE Owners the authority to influence the outcome of the work on our roads. An Ad hoc committee may have good intentions, but could actually cause significant unintended consequences to our road surfaces.

The physics required with speed bump installation for gravel matrix roadways is questionable to say the least. While asphalt and concrete have the physical properties required for a stabilized foundation, gravel roads do not, nor may they be compacted to form that required foundation to hold such items firmly in place.

Additionally, any anchoring system in the actual roadway will require surface penetrations with metal spikes, stakes or other similar devices that will in fact cause damage when driven into the roadway surface. As noted above those mechanical connections will easily be subject to failure since the firm foundation required is not available in our gravel roads. Continuous impacts from both directions will very likely cause any anchoring system to "work" it's way loose with every tire vs. speed bump contact.

Any road side anchoring system will be less supportable with the natural Colorado soils neighboring our roadways. Roadside anchoring will cause blockage for our road drainage swales. Those swales must be maintained for the right of way water evacuation year-round. Not to leave out creating a tripping hazard for pedestrian traffic. This being said, we have not seen any formal specific details other than a reference to CDOT installation standards. Our own research has uncovered CDOT references to speed bumps in asphalt or concrete anchoring systems only. One outside source noted a permanent installation only for gravel roads which involved a sand filled pipe and roadside concrete headwall anchoring systems. But again "permanent" was the key word, so this is not viable for their seasonal proposal. 

Drivers tend to "slow then go" with speed bumps for the short term slow down. Then their speeding will continue between speed bumps. Also, slow and go traffic will eventually cause soil friction erosion, soil "pumping" in wet conditions and "washboard" road damage to develop. This is already witnessed at the dumpster transition between the asphalt and gravel roadway. Similar situations can be found the "S" curve on Elk Valley and where you come out of the curve on Wieland and likewise on Spur. This will be especially true with the varied speeds involved on multi weighted vehicles being driven on our private roads.  Speed bumps will actually exacerbate this problem. Unless we have multiple bumps, speeding will still be prevalent albeit between speed bump locations. And that leads us to the number required and associated cost involved.        

The proposal has no limitations on the number of speed bumps which leaves open-end the associated cost we will encounter. Likewise, DVE volunteers will have to store the speed bumps over the winter months. If stored outside, will they handle the inclement weather or even be suitable to be stored outside. Where will they be stored? Who will install them and who will remove them is another question to take into consideration. We also have seen no placement plan or even the basic number of speed bumps the proponents only verbally propose. Those that live miles into the subdivision will also see more personal vehicle wear and tear over those that live closer to the Highway that actually developed this proposal.  

After the speed bumps are seasonally removed the likely hood of the road maintenance budget will increase and we will need to rehabilitate the roads by season instead of annually. Again, more work for us. One Committee member strongly feels since our roads are private, the installation of speed bumps telegraphs to any outsider is we as DVE owners are uncaring and sensitive to the damage caused with a feeble attempt to control their speed.

As currently presented and with the very limited information other than basically "we want speed bumps" this is not a supportable option with the physics, accounting and installation/storage logistics involved. Especially for our gravel matrix roadways. The Road Committee team is always open to constructive input, but strongly see this proposal as being an ultimately destructive and counterproductive not to mention the increased cost involved for all.

And a question: What will happen when a resident flips over their ATV, UTV, motorcycle or motor bike, e-bike, bicycle, etc. and is injured? A lawsuit?
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